VI. ABSOLUTISM AND ITS STRUGGLES
A) French Absolutism-Rule by one strong monarch.  It is derived from belief in “divine right of kings” theory of government.  It states that sovereignty, the right to rule, is embodied in the person of the ruler.

1) 5 Characteristics of Absolutism

a) The monarch could regulate religion in his realm.

b) State bureaucracies controlled the economy of the nation.

c) Career bureaucrats from the middle class mostly ran the government.

d) Civil servants served the state rather than their own profit motive.

e) Monarchs controlled standing armies.
f) Different from totalitarianism in that not enough technology to really control people or spy on them.

g) France was the model for Absolutism as can be demonstrated by Louis XIV (r. 1643-1715) – the “Sun King”-L’état, c’est moi (“the state is myself”).

2) Theoretical Foundations for the conflict over Absolutism

a) Jean Bodin (1530-96): gave theoretical basis for absolutist states; wrote during Fr. civil wars

b) Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679): Leviathan-state of nature: Anarchy results. The central drive in every man is power.  Man’s life in a “state of nature” was “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short strong.”  Man gives up his complete liberty in exchange for protection from the state of nature.  His Ideas are most closely identified with Voltaire: Enlightened Despotism (18th c.).

c) “Divine Right theory of rule”: Bishop Jacques Bossuet (1627-1704) 
d) Constitutionalism as conceived by John Locke in his Second Treatise – natural rights (1690): life, liberty and property.  John Locke writes his Second Treatise of Civil Government, which is often used to defend the English Civil War.  He declares the natural rights of man and the right of people to over throw a tyranny.  His Essay Concerning Human Understanding was published the same year.  Locke believed that humans were born with a tabula rasa, or blank slate, meaning they determined whither they would become good or bad. (Note: Rousseau’s “state of nature”-- humans essentially good but a few men take property and resources corrupting communities. i.e., civilization corrupted humans; sought economic equality whereas Locke sought equality of opportunity).

3) Building French Absolutism in late 16th through mid-17th centuries.

a) Henry IV (Henry of Navarre) (1589-1610) – Began Bourbon dynasty.  He truly cared for the French people. 

b) Duke of Sully, Maximilian de Bethune,  (1560-1641): His reforms enhanced power of the monarchy.  

1. He was the first finance minister in Europe to fully understand mercantilism and the increased role of state in the economy.  

2. He reduced royal debt, reformed tax collection, and improved transportation. 

3. “ If we are without compassion for the people they must succumb and we all perish with them.”  

4. He revived the paulette, or annual tax on those who had purchased offices.  

5. He assigned expenditures against specific revenues proving himself a financial genius of his day.  

6. He started an overseas trade company and conceived of an international peace organization.  He was an effective Woodrow Wilson.

c) Marie de’ Medici-Regent for her son Louis XIII.  Her regency was full of corruption mostly that of Armand Jean du Pleissis (Cardinal Richelieu).
d) Cardinal Richelieu becomes first minister of the French Ministry.  He exalts the French Monarch as the embodiment of the French state.  

1. Crushes aristocratic conspiracies with executions.  In 1625 The Huguenots revolt under the duke of Ronan, and Richelieu supervises the siege of La Rochelle and forced it to surrender, showing how he thinks rebellious nobility should be treated.

2. Policy was complete and total subjugation of the nobility to the Monarchy.

3. Destroyed all signs of feudal independence.

4. The French Academy was begun through Richelieu’s official support of a group of scholars interested in preserving the French language in 1635.

5. In 1629 The Edict of Restitution was passed in France, which restored property lost to the Protestants back to the Catholics.  Only Catholics and Lutherans were allowed to practice their faith. 

6. Creates Intendant system by which France is divided into 32 generalites or districts, which are administered by a middle-class intendant or local official who responsible directly to the crown.  Intendants were not permitted to be from the generalite they oversaw.  They had 5 responsibilities:

a. Regulate economic activity

b. Recruit men for the army

c. Supervise the collection of taxes

d. Administer the law locally

e. Keep tabs on local nobility

f. Used to weaken nobility and enforce National decrees.

7. Quotes:

a. “I have always said that finances are the sinews of the state.”- Political Testament
b.  “The French state was a Christian state… governed by a Christian monarch with the valuable aid of a Cardinal Minister.”-  Richelieu and Oliveares
c. “What is done for the state is done for g-d.”- Richelieu and Reason of the State
d. “Where the interests of the state are concerned, G-d absolves actions which if privately committed would be a crime.”- Richelieu and Oliveares
e) Cardinal Jules Mazarin (1602-1661) He was the hand picked successor to Richelieu, and was not even a priest when he became a cardinal.  Despite the fact that Queen Anne of Austria was regent, he tried to control France while Louis XIV a child. 
f)  In 1648 Mazarin tries to raise new funds for the French government, but bitter civil war breaks out between the nobility and the monarchy.  

1. This revolt is called the Fronde after the children who sling mud at stagecoaches because it is the “mudslingers” or the opposition versus the monarchy’s increased power.

2. Twelve years of violence where young Louis XIV is threatened in one instance.

3. Four results of the Fronde

a. Established precedent of no compromise with local authorities versus national ones.

b. Formed the basis for Louis XIV’s understanding of political power in that he believed in complete control or anarchy, not in degrees of control.

c. Traumatized young Louis XIV.

d. Damaged French economy.

4) The Peak of Absolutism-France had largest population in Europe (17 million): Accounted for 20% of total population. Louis XIV becomes an independent ruler, “The Sun King” in 1661.  He officially rules 1643-1715.  His was the longest reign in European history.  This entire era is often named for him.  “When Louis sneezed all Europe caught cold.”

a) Great actor with strong presence despite being 5’5” tall for the time.  “Every moment and every inch a king.”

b) Attended mass daily but said rosary rather than listen

c) Into women and sex

d) “Je Verrai”-I shall see was his motto

e) Manipulated nobility superbly through use of Versailles Palace, which became a ‘pleasure prison’ for the French nobility.

1. Built 10 miles from Paris on a former swamp.

2. Symbol of the power of Louis XVI.

3. Forced Nobility to live there for part of the year and used minor ceremonials to play favorites and control them.

4. Became model for palaces across Europe as did Louis’s court.

5. Nearly bankrupt France building it due to opulence.

f) Total submission of the nobility was his final goal of his policies.  He used bureaucrats but was not willing to share power with anyone.

g) Most liked by his people for the Edict of Fountainbleau (1685) which revoked the Edict of Nantes.  He did it for 3 reasons:

1. Need for religious unity-“one king, one law, one faith.”

2. He was intolerant himself

3. It pleased his subjects

4. He lost tens of thousands of craftsmen and hard workers, but it was his grand gesture.

h) Under his reign France became the center of European culture and French became the Lingua Franca or language of trade and international communication.

i) Had a very talented Finance minister named Jean Baptiste Colbert (1661-1683): He promoted mercantilism especially “bullionism”-keeping France from spending abroad.  
1. His goal was self-sufficiency for France.

2. He built roads & canals

3. He chartered government supported monopolies; to help France become a leading industrial country in: textiles, shipbuilding (from 18 to 276 ships in 20 years), mirrors, lace making, foundries for steel making and firearms

4. Cracked down on guilds

5. Wanted to develop Canada-Had Marquette and Joliet sail down the Mississippi to claim the Arkansas and La Salle went further south to the Gulf of Mexico in Louisiana.

6. Had a few weaknesses:

a. Poor peasant conditions (esp. taxation) resulted in large emigration.

b. Louis opted for army instead of navy; France later lost naval wars w/ England.

c. War in later years destroyed much of Colbert’s gains.

j) Wars of Louis XIV: Louis was at war for 2/3 of his reign He was initially successful but eventually his wars were ruinous to France.

1. The modern army was created by his administration

a. Uniforms and standard weapons

b. Ambulance corps

c. Larger army up to 250,000 troops

d. Secretary of war-Francois le Tellier-worked with the king to create a modern professional army. Louis appointed all down to colonel.

e. Meritorious system of advancement through the ranks for the first time based on performance not just birth.

f. Standardized and regular training system for all soldiers.  Jean Martinet became a ruthless trainer and his name is a synonym for a stickler and rulebook follower.

g. Professional supply train-Indispensable

h. Recruited through press gangs, conscription, lottery, and some mercenaries, but mostly Frenchmen in the Army.

2. War of Devolution (First Dutch War), 1667-68-Louis gains 12 towns including Lille and Tournai.

3. Second Dutch War (1672-78) – Invasion of the Dutch Rhineland.

a. Louis leads 100,000 men into battle but the Dutch open the dykes again, and Louis is stopped.  

b. Ends in the Peace of Nijmegan (1678-79): France took Franche-Comté from Spain

4. He takes Strasbourg in 1681

5. He invaded Lorraine unsuccessfully in 1684

6. William of Orange (later King William III of England) thwarted Louis’ expansionism and joins the League of Augsburg (formed in 1686): HRE, Spain, Sweden, Bavaria, Saxony, and Dutch Republic to thwart him further.  William leads the coalition in the War of the League of Augsburg (1688-97) – (King William’s War) Fought over control of North America w/ England and ended in status quo.

7. The French economy failed as over expenditure on the military, expulsion of Protestants, bad harvests and isolationist mercantile policies caught up with France.  

a. 1/10 of people starved as harvests were down 1/3.

b. Colbert was replaced by Claude Le Peltier, devalued the currency and sold offices, to try to raise revenues.

c. Le Peltier issued an edict requiring that all silverware be melted into bullion to finance the war efforts.  Even Louis complied. 

d. People wanted Peace.

e. In 1694 capitation or an annual poll tax was begun from every French citizen.

8. War of Spanish Succession (1701-13) – (Queen Anne’s War) Dispute over the will of Charles II (Hapsburg king) who was “mentally defective and sexually impotent”: all Spanish territories left to grandson of Louis XIV, Philip of Anjou. “ What rapture the Pyrenees no longer exist.”

a. Grand Alliance: England, Austria, Dutch Rep., HRE, Brandenburg, Portugal, and Savoy united to prevent France from becoming too powerful on the European stage.

b. Battle of Blenheim (1704) John Churchill, Duke of Marlborough, Kicked Louis’ A**, then did it again at Ramillies.

c. Treaty of Utrecht (1713): Ended the war

i.  Britain was biggest winner: gained asiento from Spain, Gibraltar and Minorca as well as much of Canada from France.  England gains control of slave trade.

ii. Partitioned Spanish possessions: Belgium given to Austria.

iii. Louis’ grandson enthroned, prevented unification of Bourbon dynasties.  King is recognized in Sardinia (Savoy) and Prussia (Brandenburg)

iv. Spain is completely over as an international power.

v. French expansion is over 

9. Costs of Louis XIV’s wars: destroyed French economy, depopulation, weakened Louis XIV.  Ruined millions of lives and caused great suffering for little gain

10. Quotes:

a. “I have gone to war too lightly and pursued it for vanity’s sake.”

b. L’état, c’est moi (“the state is myself”).

c. “Je Verrai”-I shall see was his motto.
d. See Saint Simon on his death
B) Decline of the Spanish Empire 

1) Had the classic characteristics of absolutist rule and it remained most powerful military until mid-17th c. Bureaucrats were called servicos.

2) Basis of economy and monarchy was precious metal from new world.

3) Spanish Armada was a severe blow to Spanish pride and economy.

4) The loss of middle class: Moriscos and Marranos (+ Moors and Jews a century earlier) had hurt production and the work ethic. As had the opportunities abroad. There is no middle class in Spain.

5) Inflation was rampant- large number of privileged people who hated work and Spain will devalue currency 5 times in one century.

6) 1610-1650 colonial trade drops 50%.

7) Banks were condemned as vulgar.

8) ‘Heretical’ ideas from Protestant countries were shunned

9) Weakness of Hapsburg line-inbred and stupid.

10) Gaspar de Guzman, Count-Duke of Olivares controls Spain for Philip IV.

11) Taxes rose

12) Religion overshadowed politics and good ideas

13) The defeat in 30 Years’ War: politically and economically disastrous and Portugal reestablished independence.

14) Treaty of the Pyrenees (1659): marked end of Spain as a Great Power loss of parts of Spanish Netherlands and territory in northern Spain to France.

15) Population in 1660 had declined to 5.5 million from 7.5 million in 1550.

16) Charles II (1665-1700): one of worst rulers in Hapsburg history.  No heir to throne resulted in War of Spanish Succession

17) Spain lost most possessions at Treaty of Utrecht (1713)

18) Decline of Spain exemplified in Don Quixote by Miguel Cervantes (1605)

C) Constitutionalism Challenges Absolutism in England.
1) Constitutionalism is the idea that law can limit the power of government.

a) Starts with Magna Carta in 1215

b) Represents the idea of a Social Contract as discussed by Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau

2) James I: King of Scotland and son of Mary “Queen of Scots” succeeded Elizabeth I.  He believed in “divine right of kings” 

a) He is a Scot, and the English don’t understand him.

b) He is homosexual and crass-“Cheer my arse” 

c) He is a spendthrift unlike the thrifty Elizabeth.

d) Also unlike her he believes he can rule by bullying rather than by making friends.

e) Leadership of Church went to those with Arminian beliefs (predestination but with “good works.”  Very close to Catholic.)

f) The beginning of enclosure led to social mobility, as did the sale of monastic lands and the reclamation of swampland.

g) The House of Commons increases in prominence and wealth.

3) Charles I-Takes the crown in 1622.  He is wimpy and will be strongly influenced by his wife, Henrietta Marie of France, a Catholic believer in the divine right to rule.  He sought to rule without Parliament and to control the Anglican Church.

a) Petition of Right, 1628: Parliament attempt to bribe king (taxes) in return for accepting Parliament’s right to tax, habeas corpus, no quartering, and no martial law in peacetime.  Charles dissolved Parliament in 1629; did not reconvene until 1640.  Buckingham was executed by this parliament which led to the dismissal.

b) William Laud, the archbishop of Canterbury, tries to force Scotland to adopt a prayer book based on the Book of Common Prayer.  Scotland revolts in 1637

c) Charles I is forced to call up the Parliament he had tried to rule without to finance an army to put down the revolt in Scotland.   Before this, Charles had raised money through measures such as his illegal ship money tax, on both coastal and inland areas.

d) 1640-1660 The “Long Parliament” sits (after failure of 2-month “Short Parliament”) and creates laws to limit the power of the monarch, and impeaches Archbishop Laud. 

1. Certain high leaders be tried: (Laud  and Stafford eventually executed).

2. Star Chamber abolished.

3. Parliament could not be dissolved w/o its consent.

4. Parliament seems supreme at this time.

e) Parliament passes the Triennial Act, requiring the monarch to call parliament every three years.

f) Ireland remains Catholic and resents a foreign rule.  Charles is facing war with both Scotland and Ireland over religion and English dominance.

4) The English Civil War (Puritan Revolution; Great Rebellion) – 1642-1649. Cavaliers: (supported the king) vs. Roundheads, (Puritans opposed king).

a) Oliver Cromwell led “New Model Army”

b) Battle of Nasby: Final major battle of war; Scottish Army assisted Cromwell.

c) Division resulted between Presbyterians in Parliament (majority) and soldiers who were independent and sought congregationalism.

d) New Sects: 

1. Levellers: Radical religious revolutionaries; sought social and political reform.

2. Quakers: believed in “inner light”; rejected church authority; pacifists

e) “Rump Parliament”: Pride’s Purge removed all non-Puritans and Presbyterians from Parliament, so about 50 members controlled it.

f) Charles I beheaded in 1649

5) Interregnum: 1649-1660- Rule without king

a) The Commonwealth (1649-1653): a republic – abolished monarch and House of Lords-1651- The Navigation Act is passed, which states that English ships will carry all English goods.

b) The Protectorate (1653-1659), Oliver Cromwell “Lord Protector” (Military Dictatorship) Oliver Cromwell reigns as a virtual dictator in England during the “Protectorate”, after power is given to him in a constitution called the Instrument of the Government, which also set up a council of state.  However, Cromwell instead proclaimed quasi-martial law, by dividing England into 12 military dictatorships.  He represented the Puritans, who wanted to purify the English Church of the influence of the Roman Catholic Church.  He closes theaters and houses of prostitution.  

6) The Restoration  (1660-1688)-Parliament in 1660 reelected according to old franchise: Anglicans back in power

a) Charles II “The Merry Monarch” (1660-1685): Stuarts restored to the throne.  In the Declaration of Breda: Charles agreed to abide by Parliament’s demands.

b) The Clarendon Code, 1661: Anglicans excluded Dissenters (Puritans) from politics.

c) Declaration of Indulgence, 1673: Charles II granted free worship to Catholics.  He was promised L200,000 annually from Louis XVI, (possibly part of why he was so broke), to do this and convert himself.

d) Test Act of 1673: all officeholders must take communion in Anglican Church.  Was Anglican the response to the Declaration of Indulgence.

e) Habeas Corpus Act (1679): no arbitrary arrest and speedy trial. 

f) Parliament was split and fragmented into two political parties.

1. Tories were the king’s supporters and nobles. 
2. Whigs were middle-class and merchants and some members of the high aristocracy.

g) First real cabinet with CABAL-Clifford, Arlington, Buckingham, Ashley-Cooper, and Lauderdale-All were MPs and advisors to Charles II assuring good communications relations with Parliament.  But the constitutional position of the king was still in doubt.

h) Scotland gained its independence in 1660 as result of Restoration.

i) No Heir leads to his Catholic brother, James II, (1685-1688):  He sought to Recatholicize England, and was forced to abdicate when a male heir was born.  He had made appointments in direct violation of the test act, and attempted to repeal it.

7) The Glorious Revolution (1688)-William III (William of Orange) and Mary secured Protestantism in England.  It was a bloodless revolution in which a group of MPs offered the crown to William & Mary, James I’s Protestant daughter in exchange for a Bill of Rights.

a) Act of Toleration: granted religious freedom (except to Catholics, Jews, and Unitarians.

b) Bill of Rights (1689): Created a constitutional monarchy.  The cornerstone of the British Constitution: consisted of habeas corpus act, petition of right, and bill of rights.  

c) It was based on the ideas of John Locke.

d) Act of Settlement (1701): only Anglican could succeed to the throne

e) Placed sovereignty in the hands of Parliament, and linked economic and personal freedoms as Locke had.

8) Queen Anne (r.1702-1714) She passed the Act of Union in1707 – English and Scottish Parliaments merged = Great Britain.  She was last to use the royal veto.

9) Cabinet System of preparing laws for Parliament developed during early 18th century.  Robert Walpole (1721-1742) became first prime minister and ran the first true cabinet.  He believed in the supremacy of the House of Commons (particularly the majority party).

10) Hanoverian Kings: George I, George II, George III 

11) Weaknesses of British democracy (c. 1800)

a) Limited suffrage

b) Unfair representation, (“rotten boroughs”)

c) Open voting

d) Religious-property requirements for office.

e) Hereditary House of Lords

D) United Provinces of the Netherlands: 17th century = “Golden Age of the Netherlands” The Netherlands was a confederation of  seven provinces: each province was autonomous with its leader, a stadtholder who was a representative to a ruling council that ran the confederation.  

a) It was the wealthiest and most civilized country in Europe.

b) Ruled by an Oligarchy of merchants called regents.

c) Decidedly Republican form of government based on economic prosperity.

d) Economic prosperity based on toleration and buying in bulk.

e) Calvinism and Arminianism were the main religions

f) Amsterdam became center of commerce (replacing Antwerp)

g) Industry went from fishing to shipping fairly well and Dutch East India Company was formed in 1602.  The Dutch had the lowest shipping rates in Europe.

h) They perfected the joint-stock company and the entire society was ably to share in the profits of shipping.  By 1630 stock in the company was returning a 35% profit annually and 2000% over the decade.  In addition they had created the investment industry and became the center of a bustling new industry.

i) “An Island of Plenty in a sea of want”

j) Only England and Holland achieve constitutionalism during this period and both also avoid long-term invasion or warfare on their soil.

E) French Classicism- A style that is something of a mix between Baroque and a revival of Greek and Roman Ideals.  Graphic arts are similar to Renaissance Italy and stress balance, discipline and restraint.  Was official style of Louis XIV’s court.

1) Art: Nicholas Poussin (1593-1665)-Painted Rape of the Sabine Women.  He was fascinated with balance and use of light.

2) Drama: French drama has its first major flowering during this era.

a) Moliere (1622-1673) Jean-Baptiste Poquelin, also known as Moliere, is born.  He writes plays ridiculing the middle class, including Les Femmes Savantes, Le Bourgeoisie Gentilhomme, and Tartuffe, among others.  He was the first King of Comedy.
b) Jean Racine (1639-1699) writes about tragic love in moving dramas like: Andromaque and Mithridate and Britannicus.  Master of Tragedy.
3) Music of the era was grand.

a) Jean-Baptiste Lully-Wrote and conducted great orchestras

b) Marc-Antoine Charpentier-Wrote religious music for Louis XIV.

c) Francois Couperin-Wrote for the harpsichord and organ.

