Cold War (1943-1991)

· Europe is in ruins.

· By 1947- a ‘war’ based on economic, political and ideological differences between USSR and US started.
· Eastern Europe- USSR satellites, soviet domination and rebellion against democracies.

· Western Europe- US allies, democratic countries with capitalistic economies.

Causes:
· Relations between the two have always been strained

· West supported white army during Bolshevik Revolution

· US didn’t recognize USSR as a country until 1933

· Exclusion of USSR during appeasement

· Germany and USSR divided up Poland

· US & UK wanted free elections in Eastern Europe, while Soviets didn’t.

· Russia wanted control over these areas as buffer states incase of a war breaks out.

· 1945- U.S. stopped sending aid to USSR, due to the harsh rule of Stalin.

Nature of Conflict

Political
· Both wanted to spread their political influence.

· Soviets spread their politics into Asia, Middle East, Africa, and Latin America, with either Soviet direct or indirect control.

· First World Nations- Those that supported democracy and/or capitalism.

· Second World Nations- Those that supports the Soviets and communism.

· Third World Nations- Those that are not aligned with either.

· N.A.T.O. (North American Treaty Organization)- A peacetime alliance to protect against Soviets
· CENTO (Middle East) and SEATO ( Southeast Asia)- were the same as NATO
· Warsaw Pact- (1955) Defended Eastern Bloc countries (A.K.A. Soviet satellite states)
· U.S. developed ‘Containment’ to halt communism, through war, aid, intelligence, funding rebels, etc.

· Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) - created. U.S. secret police to ‘combat’ KGB.
Military

· Nuclear weapons technology led to arms race.

· 1949- First Soviet Atomic Bomb explodes.

· 1952- First Hydrogen bomb tested by both.

· 1957-Sputnik, first ever satellite launched into space by USSR

· 1957-Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles created by U.S.

· 1970’s- Over 25,000 long range missiles were built by both combined.
· Neither wanted to fire a missile due to possible opponents’ missile destruction.

· ‘Missiles that kill are bad; those that destroy other missiles are ok!’

· Soviets spent about 1/3 of money on missiles.

Economic
· U.S. dominates world economy…about 80% of world products came from U.S.

· 1947- Marshall Plan- U.S. aid to rebuild Europe if you promote free markets and democracy. Eastern bloc countries did not accept it.

· Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (COMECON) - Soviets answer to the Marshall Plan for Iron Curtain countries.
Ideology

· Iron Curtain- divided Europe  between free and communist people
· Use of Propaganda…’Red Scare’- U.S. witch hunt for Communist.

· Radio Free Europe- broadcasted into Eastern Europe by U.S.
Chronological Development
Beginnings (1945-1953)

· 1945-Germany and Berlin is divided up amongst the Allied powers.

· 1947- Truman Doctrine- financial aid to any nation with communist insurgence.

· 1948- UK, US, and France merge their German sections into one unified democratic Germany.

Berlin Blockade- Soviets cut off West Berlin from the rest of Europe.

Berlin Airlifts- U.S. airlifting supplies to people of West Berlin.

· 1949- East and West Germany formed as independent countries. West Germany joins NATO.
Mao Zedong becomes communist leader of China.

· 1950- Korean War starts…extension of cold war.

· 1953- Korean War ends….Korea split into two separate countries (North-Communist and South-Democracy)

Coexistence & Confrontation (1953-1970)
· ‘Peaceful coexistence’ but rivalries are reheated over Berlin, Middle East and Latin America.

· 1954- Vietnam split into two separate countries.

· 1956- Khrushchev decides to ‘destalinize’ Soviet Union. Wanted ‘peaceful coexistence’ with west.
· 1957- Sputnik launched. NASA created

· 1959- Castro takes over Cuba; Brings in Communism and strong ties to the Soviets.

· 1960-U-2 spy plane shot down in Soviet Union.

· 1961- Bay of Pigs invasion failure. Berlin wall erected.

· 1962- Cuban Missile Crisis

· 1963- Hotline created. Limited Nuclear Test Van Treaty signed.

· 1967- Israel attacks its Arab neighbors. US back Israel, while the Soviets back the Arabs.

Détente (1970-1978) Easing of tension
· Worked to normalized relations

· 1972- Strategic Arms Limitation Talks (SALT I) limits nuclear weapons.

- Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) limits weapons; recently lifted.
· 1973- Vietnam ends. Communist wins

· 1975- Helsinki Accords- ends WWII by acknowledging new boundaries

Revival and End of Cold War (1979-1991)

· 1979- USSR invades Afghanistan until 1988. U.S. provides aid to Mujahadeen.

· 1985- Gorbachev- head of Soviet Union, tries to reform internally and ease Cold War tension.

· 1987- Intermediate Range Nuclear Force-Gorbachev & Reagan agree to eliminate an entire class of nuclear weapons.

· 1988- Both agree to reduce long range missiles
· 1989- Eastern European communist governments start failing.

· 1990- Fall of Communism in East Germany. Division ends.
· 1991- USSR collapses. Ends Cold War!!!!

Khrushchev- Opened up USSR…a little. Decentralized economy.


1964- Failed reforms led to his downfall. 

Gorbachev- ‘Socialism with a human face’

· Created Perestroika- restructuring of the economy to produce more consumer goods.

· Created Glasnost- ‘openness’; talk about the past problems and failures to improve future. Religious freedom, etc.

· Allowed reforms, but didn’t help old system.

Yeltsin- sparked independent movements by ethnic minorities.

· Outlawed the communist party and eliminated the Soviet Union (USSR).

Eastern Europe

Stalinization-

· 1948- All but Greece, Albania and Yugoslavia were part of the iron curtain

· Stalin used ‘purges’ to eliminate opponents in E. Europe

Destalinization-

· 1956-Kruschev’s policy of ‘Destalin. Started

· Poland- starts reforms (i.e. improve ties with Catholic church), but stayed with Warsaw Pact…USSR is ok with this

· Hungary- Reforms went too far; withdrew from Warsaw Pact. USSR invades and kills 100,000 people and replaces leader that is now pro USSR *** Don’t mess with USSR influence.
· Czech. - Alex Dubcek called for a spirit of openness w/ youth…led to mass revolts. 1968-> soviets stopped it with Brezhnev Doctrine!

Fall of Communism- 1989-1990

Reasons: 

· Forces toward change and lack of muscles to stop it! 

· Huge debt and lack of competition

· People wanted freedom w/o admitting it!

· Due to Perestroika caused liberalization of satellites

Poland- 89- Solidarity- labor union supported by church created free elections held in 85…all soviets/comm.. Were removed and a new president elected…Lech Walesa

Hungary-80’s decentralized economy…’communism with a capitalistic facelift’

Germany- Gorbachev called for open travel causing mass rioting/protest. Led to free travel between 2 Germanys. 1990- Wall fell and unified afterward

Czech. - Vaclav Havel, playwright, led rebellion…led to ‘Velvet Revolution’ (nonviolent). Moved quickly toward a multipolitical system and free market due to its past history. ‘Velvet Divorce’ split of Czech and Slovakia in 1993

Romania- Nikolai Cerusesco ruled since 65; had ties with Soviets and Western Europe. Due to his use of force, he was executed Christmas Day 89.

Yugoslavia- most violent revolt due to its large ethnic diversity. They were communist w/o Soviet support. After Tito’s death, Bosnia, Croatia and Slovenia called for indep….Serbs lived in all areas.

· 1991-Slobodan Milosevic- leader of Yugo (now only Serbia & Montenegro) attacked Bosnia to recapture territory. Used ethnic cleansing against Muslims

· 1996- Dayton Peace Accord- by UN, peace said that divided Bosnia. Milosevic now wanted Kosovo, but US intervened w/ bombings

· 2001- Milosevic put on trial at Hague for war crimes…died before complete.

Western Europe-

· In ruins…but gets better…why?

· Stops Imperialism and focus on itself

· Stops extreme nationalism

Following WWII,

· Much was bombed and destroyed, esp. in industrial areas.

· 20-50 million people displaced

· Marshal Plan- $12 B to Europe

· World Bank provides loans to rebuild infrastructure

· Trade barriers eliminated & WTO (World Trade Org.) formed

· Keynesian Economics emerged as leading policy

· 80’s- Mixed markets (more supply sided economy) is created with free enterprise & gov’t regulations

Decolonization (not generally on the test)

· Know how, not what they did

· England- Once ruled by mandates, not told areas to settle differences on your own

· Palestine --> 40’s divided up, created Israel…caused lots of friction to this day

· India --> 40’s divided up, created Pakistan, Kashmir (disputed area) and India

· Egypt ( 50’s became independent and nationalized the Suez Canal

· Low Countries- Japan ‘liberated’ Asian colonies during war. 

· Belgian Congo-60’s- left Congo in Chaos

· France- wanted to keep all its colonies…
· 54- Forced out of Vietnam, US took up the fight.
· Algeria- ‘8 Year War’ people wanted to stay with France, but rebels won out….granted independence

European Union

· 1957- ‘Common Market’ created which eliminated trade barriers, started by Jean Monnet & Robert Schuman. Benelux, Germany, France and Italy join.

· 70’s- England, Denmark and Ireland join

· 80’s & 90’s- Most of Europe joins

· 91- EU created with a Parliament and Euro Commission

France-61-Left NATO’s military alliance, political one 

Led by Socialist Francois Mitterand from 81-95

Benefited most from EU

Germany- Christian Democrats, favors by US and laisse faire economics, ruled most of time after WWI…firmly democratic …strongest member in EU

Italy- Abolished monarchy, but Italy had 60 different types of governments since 45. Ruled by Christian Democrats and Socialist 
(not tied to USSR). Dealt with lack of 
development and corruption.

Welfare States:

· After WWII, welfare states grew driven by Keynesian economics.

· Mainly pensions, unemployment, medical care, etc.

· Thatcher and Regan said bad economy caused by overregulation.

Existentialism- postwar movement

· Sartre- no creator; our destiny = own choices and values

· Jackson Pollock & Andy Warhol
