
Art Movement 



Renaissance Art 

● The new perspective in Renaissance Italy on life is 
prominent in the painting and sculpture of the High 
Renaissance, when art and sculpture reached their full 
maturity.

● Renaissance art embraced the natural world and human 
emotions. Artists gave their works rational order; perfect 
symmetry and proportionality reflecting a belief in harmony 
of the universe.

● New technical skills were created by the 15c. Besides oil 
and paint they used shading to enhance naturalness 
(chiaroscuro) and the adjustment of the size of figures 
(linear perspective). This helped paint a more natural 
world.  



Renaissance Art and Artists

Leonardo da Vinci: Leonardo was looked at as the Renaissance ideal of the 
universal person. Not only was he a painter, he also advocated scientific 
experiments, dissected corpses to learn anatomy, and was a botanist. He was 
known for conveying inner moods through complex facial expression. His most 
famous painting was the Mona Lisa.  
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Renaissance Art and Artists 
● Giotto: father of the Renaissance painting. He started the new 

direction in art. 
● Raphael: Known for his kind personality and being a painter of 

great sensitivity. His most famous work is the School of Athens. 
● Michelangelo: Famous for his sculpture of David, which was 

displayed in the great square of Florence. It showed the 
Renaissance devotion to harmony, symmetry, and proportion, all 
glorifying the human form. Also, he is known for the frescoes in the 
Vatican's Sistine Chapel. 
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Baroque Art
● Baroque: the style associated with seventeenth century painting and 

sculpture, and architecture. 
● Baroque painters depicted their subjects in a naturalistic, rather than in a 

idealistic manner. The work of Baroque artists served both religious and 
secular ends. 

● Famous artists included; Michelangelo, and Louis Nenain. They were 
devoted to picturing sharp contrasts between light and darkness, creating 
dramatic scenes in their paintings.  

● Baroque art also became associated with both Roman Catholicism and 
absolutist politics. 



Rococo and Neoclassical Styles in 
Eighteenth Century Art

● Rococo Style: embraced lavish, mostly lighthearted 
decoration with an emphasis on pastel colors and the play 
of light. This style became associated with the aristocracies 
of the Old Regime.

● Neoclassicism: returned to figurative and architectural 
models drawn from the Renaissance and the ancient world. 
This style recalled ancient republican values that implicitly 
criticized the Old Regime, and later was embraced by the 
French Revolution and Napoleon. A famous French 
Neoclassical painter is Jacques-Louis David who painted 
Oath of the Horatti, which was one of his many paintings 
that emphasized the corruption of the French monarchical 
government. 
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Romantic Art

● The art of the Romantic Era often portrayed scenes from 
medieval life. To the artists, the Middle Ages represented 
the social stability and religious reverence that was 
disappearing from their own era. 

● Medieval structures not only appeared in Romantic 
paintings, but also in architecture. Neo-Gothic architecture 
dotted the European landscape with modern imitations 
between them. 

● Romantic artists also sought to portray nature. They were 
drawn toward the mysterious and unruly side of nature. 

● The sublime: subjects from nature that aroused strong 
emotions and raise questions about wether and how much 
we control our lives. 



Romantic Art (con't)
John Castable's Salisbury Cathedral from 
the Meadows

Neo-Gothic structure: Castle of 
Neuschwanstein constructed by King 

Ludwig II of Bavaria.



Modern Art

● Impressionism: Painters depict modern life itself, focusing 
on the social life and leisured activities of the urban middle 
and lower classes. And many of the artists were amused 
with light, color, and the representation through painting 
itself of momentary, largely unfocused, visual experience 
whether of social life or of landscape. Impressionists 
include; Edward Manet, Claude Monet, Camille Pissaro, 
Pierre-Auguste Renoir, and Edgar Degas. 

● Post-Impressionism: Younger artists who drew upon their 
techniques but also attempted to relate the achievement of 
impressionism to earlier artistic traditions. Most famous 
painters include; Georges Seurat, Pail Cezanne, Vincen 
Van Gogh, and Paul Gaugin. 
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Modern Art (con't)
● Cubism: Artists like Pablo Picasso 

and Georges Braque attempted to 
include at one time on a single 
surface as many perspectives, 
angles, or views of the object 
painted as possible. The space in 
all the paintings was literally the 
space of two dimensions filled 
with geometric shapes as wells as 
geometric voids. 


