
The Changing Styles of Modern European Painting 
 
Style Definition Major Artists  
Romanticism Artists made a major break with 

the tradition of neoclassicism. 
Emphasized nature, the gothic, 
nationalism 

Turner 
Constable 
Delacroix 

Realism Cynical confrontation with 
romantic flights of fancy and the 
rising bourgeois culture. Artists 
portrayed ordinary people doing 
daily tasks 

Millet 
Courbet 

Impressionism Represented a new enthusiasm for 
the reaction of the artist to a scene 
& therefore portrayed what the 
eye could see with a single glance 

Manet 
Monet 
Renoir 

Post 
Impressionism 

Style marked a move beyond 
impressionism. Emphasized the 
realistic aspects of art & desired 
to explore psychological effects 
with more solidarity than the 
impressionists 

Cezanne 
Seurat 
Van Gogh 

Expressionism Art form which subordinates 
everything to the expression of 
emotion 

Matisse 
Munch 

Cubism Painters emphasized geometric 
patterns  

Picasso 

Surrealism Founded in 1920 under influence 
of Freud, portrayed the fantasies 
& dreams of the subconscious 

Ernst 
Dali 

 
 
 
 
Architectural Styles 
Style Explanation 
Medieval Structures ranged from solid, thick walled castles in the 

countryside to tall, delicate cathedrals 
Renaissance Revival of classical architecture; began with work of 

Brunelleschi who built Il Duomo in Florence and continued with 
many palaces in Italy 

Baroque Style did not meet classical standards; very detailed, but realized 
human limitations 

Rococo 18th century art -> excessive & exuberant decorations, esp in 
interior architecture 

Neo Classicism Stressed order & clarity, adhered to qualities of Greco-Roman 



architecture. Clearly imitation rather than innovative (like the 
Renaissance) 

New-Gothic (Gothic 
Revival) 

An effort to apply medieval architectural forms to contemporary 
buildings 

Greek Revival Study of Greek architecture led to this and encouraged the 
purification of classicism 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Significant works with lasting consequence for Western Development: 
Work/ date of work Author Main Idea/Significance 
Novum Organum 
1620 

Francis Bacon New method of acquiring knowledge 
through inductive reasoning, an approach to 
learning essential to scientific method – 
convinced 17th century thinkers to discard 
traditional beliefs 

The institutes of 
Christian Religion 
1536 

John Calvin Provided a systematic theology for 
Protestantism; work became standard for 
Presbyterianism, Puritans, Huguenots 
(predestination) 

On the revolutions of 
Heavenly spheres 
1543 

Copernicus Theorized sun-centered universe; suggested 
universe was vast, even infinite; drew 
criticism from the Church 

On the origin of species 
by the means of natural 
selection 
1859 

Cahrles 
Darwin 

Disputed creationism; created revolution in 
biology, new controversies in biology and 
prompted application of his ideas in society 
(social Darwinism) 

The interpretation of 
dreams 
1900 

Sigmund freud Concluded that certain mental disturbances 
can be traced to previously forgotten 
episodes of a persons life; work forms a basis 
for today’s psychoanalysis 

Mein Kampf 
1920s 

Adolph Hitler Hitler’s personal recollections – formed basis 
of his propaganda; became a ‘bible’ for 
Nazism 

The Leviathan Thomas Theory that ppl are ultimate source of power 



1657 Hobbes byt transfer sovereignty to monarch by 
implicit contract. Monarch’s power absolute, 
not divine. Believed people’s motivations are 
greed & desire for power 

General theory of 
employment, interest 
and money 
1936 

John Maynard 
Keynes 

Revolutionized economic theory and policy; 
advocated government intervention rather 
than Laissez Faire to stabilize the economy. 
Specifically increased government spending, 
lower interest rates, lower taxes to encourage 
investment, increase spending, increase 
employment 

Second Treatise on 
Civil Government 
1690 

John Locke Concept of natural rights – life, liberty, 
prosperity; ideas used to justify French and 
American revolutions 

Ninety-Five Theses 
1517 

Martin Luther Luther’s religious principles -> basis of initial 
reformation -> salvation through faith alone; 
anti-indulgences 

The Prince 
1532 

Machiavelli Reflections on human nature and 
government; argued that a healthy state was 
unified & orderly; better to be feared than 
loved 

The influence of sea 
power upon history  
1890 

Alfred Mahan Study that said naval power determined its 
prosperity and position in the world 

Essay on the principle 
of population 
1798 

Thomas 
Malthus 

Believed that a given population will 
eventually outrun its food supply 

The Communist 
Manifesto 
1848 

Karl Marx & 
Friedrich 
Engels 

Viewed history as a series of conflicts 
between classes and predicted that the ruling 
middle class would be overthrown by 
working class; felt there should be a classless 
society 

On Liberty 
1859 

John Stuart 
Mill 

Felt that humans are not restricted by 
unchanging natural laws that create a dismal 
society, but can make use of the government 
to promote the greater good and minimize 
the pain in society (principle of utility) 

The Spirit of the laws 
1748 

Montesquieu Argued that political liberty could triumph 
over tyranny if legislative, executive and 
judicial powers are separated. 

Utopia 
1516 

More Description of an ideal socialist community. 
Contends that flawed situations rather than 
the evils of human nature account for the 
problems of society 

Mathematical 
Principles of Natural 
Philosophy (or 

Newton First modern scientific synthesis of the 
physical universe by stating the law of 
gravity. He integrated the astronomy of 



Principia) 
1687 

Copernicus and the physics of Galileo 

Common Sense 
1776 

Thomas Paine Influential pamphlet attacked monarchy & 
inherited privilege; demanded complete 
independence from Britain 

Index of Prohibited 
Books 
1559 

Pope Paul IV Catholics were prohibited from reading 
dangerous and heretical books on this list 

The Social Contract 
1762 

Jean Jacques 
Rousseau 

Rousseau often seen as the father of socialism 
-> this a contract among the people.. the 
common interest of society holds sovereign 
power 

The Wealth of Nations 
1776 

Adam Smith Established modern capitalism and laissez 
faire economics 

Man vs. the State 
1884 

Herbert 
Spencer  

Applied the principles of Darwin to social 
development (survival of the fittest) 

A vindication of the 
rights of women 
1792 

Mary 
Wollstonecraft 

Early advocate of social and educational 
equality for women 

 
By Century look @ intellectual breakthroughs: 
16th Century 17th Century 18th Century 19th Century 20th Century 
Calvin 
Copernicus 
Luther 
Machiavelli 
Moore 
Pope Paul IV 

Bacon 
Hobbes 
Locke 
Newton 

Malthus 
Montesquieu 
Paine 
Rousseau 
Smith 
Wollstonecraft 

Mark & Engels 
Darwin 
Mahan 
Freud 
Mill 
Spencer 

Hitler 
Keynes 

 
 


