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Chapter 20 

The Conservative Order  

And the Challenges of Reform 

European History 

 

 

Key Topics 

- The challenges of nationalism and liberalism to the conservative order in the 

early 19
th

 century 

- The domestic and international politics of the conservative order from the 

Congress of Vienna through the 1820s 

- The wars of Independence in Latin America 

- The revolutions of 1830 and the Continent and the passage of the Great 

Reform Bill in Britain 

 

The close of the Congress of Vienna was followed by a decade of conservative political 

forces controlling Europe to maintain peace, prevent outbreak of wars and to maintain the 

dominance of landed aristocracies and to preserve the monarchy. Two groups threatened 

the conservative order, liberals and nationalist. Liberals sought political reform and freer 

economic markets. Nationalist sought to redraw the map of Europe according to the 

boundaries of nationalities or ethnic groups. In the late 1820s some liberal goals were 

achieved when another revolution occurred in France 1830 and in 1832 Britain passed 

their own reform bill. However Russia and other Eastern countries continued to resist 

political and social change. 

 

The Challenges of Nationalism and Liberalism 

The Emergence of Nationalism 

Nationalism  movement in which the nation-state is regarded as paramount for the 

realization of social, economic, and cultural aspirations of a people. Nationalism is 

characterized principally by a feeling of community among a people, based on common 

descent, language, and religion. Before the 18th century, when nationalism emerged as a 

distinctive movement, states usually were based on religious or dynastic ties; citizens 

owed loyalty to their church or ruling family. Concerned with clan, tribe, village, or 

province, people rarely extended their interests nationwide. 

Opposition to the Vienna Settlement- Nationalism directly opposed the principals upheld 

at the Congress of Vienna which allowed monarchies or dynasties rather than ethnicity 

provide the basis for political unity. Nationalism believed in popular sovereignty since 

the qualities of people rather than their rulers determine a national character. Confusion 

arose when their were large groups of minorities with in a country. 

 Creating Nations Nationalist created nations in the 19
th

 century. They used print to 

spread their ideas, teachers to teach the language and history of the nation. Language 

became the foundation of nationalism with the help of print.  

Meaning of nationalism- The difficulty of nationalism was determining which ethnic 

groups could be considered nations, with claims to territory and political autonomy. In 

reality nationhood came to be associated with groups large enough to support a viable 
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economy, cultural history, and be able to conquer other people to protect their 

independence.  

Regions of Nationalistic Pressure- Nationalists challenged the political status quo in 6 

major areas in Europe. Ireland wanted independence from Britain. Germans wanted 

political unity for all German speaking people, challenging the structure of Austrian 

Empire and Prussia. Italy sought to unify all Italian speaking people and to drive the 

Austrians out of the Italian peninsula. Polish nationalist wanted to restore Poland from 

Russia. Hungarians, Czechs, Slovenes, and others sought independence from Austria. 

Serbs, Greeks, Albanians, Romanians and Bulgarians sought independence from Ottoman 

and Russian control. 

 

Early Nineteenth Century Political Liberalism  

19
th

 century conservatives regarded liberal as anything that challenged their own 

political, social, or religious values 

Political Goals- Liberals got their political ideas from the Enlightenment writers. They 

sought to establish legal equality, religious toleration, freedom of the press and limit the 

power of the government over the individual, by having a written constitution. Liberals 

wanted broader political participation but did not advocate democracy.  

Economic goals- Sought the removal of the economic restraints associated with 

mercantilism or the regulated economies of enlightened absolutists. They favored the 

removal of International tariffs and internal barriers to trade. They also opposed regulated 

labor, it should be bought and sold freely. In France and England their existed laws that 

allowed liberalism to spread. In Germany their was more resistance to liberalism.   

Relationship of Nationalism to Liberalism- Many aspects of nationalism were directly 

opposed to liberal political values. 

 

Conservative Governments: The Domestic Political Order 

The conservative institutions lasted in power until WWI 

Conservative Outlooks  
Conservatism were those of monarchies, landed aristocracies and churches. These 

institutions formed alliance when threaten by the revolutions. Peace brought other issues 

to the for front. Those in the military needed civilian jobs after the war, causing high 

unemployment. The service industry and agriculture farming needed to change from 

military to civilian service. Finally people could focus on political reform since the war 

was no longer an issue. Kingdoms dealt with the change from war to peace and the 

people’s demands by becoming more repressive.  

  

Liberalism and Nationalism Resisted in Austria and the Germanies 

Dynastic Integrity of the Habsburg Empire-  Austria was comprised of Germans, 

Hungarians, Poles, Czechs, Slovaks, Slovenes, Italians, and others which made 

nationalism extremely dangerous in Austria for fear of the Empire being ripped apart by 

the groups trying to achieve political power over each other.  

Defeat of Prussian Reform- Fredrick William III (1797-1840) promised a constitutional 

government and in 1817 he reneged, instead he created a Council of State. In 1823 he 

established 8 provincial estates (diets) that acted in an advisory function. The old bonds 

linking monarchy, army, and landowners in Prussia were reestablished. 
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Student Nationalism and the Carlsbad Decrees- Three German States created 

constitutions, Baden, Bavaria, and Wurttemberg. However the constitution did not 

recognize popular sovereignty. Students at universities created clubs called 

Burschenschaften in the cause of unifying Germany. Karl Sand a member of this club 

assassinated August von Kotzebue in 1819. Sand was tried and executed, he also became 

a martyr in the eyes of nationalism. Metternich the head of Germany persuaded the 

German States to issue the Carlsbad Decree which dissolved the Burschenschaften and 

provided for censoring of the press. Next the issued the Finial Act which prohibited 

certain subjects to be discussed and had a secret police to enforce the rule.  

 

Postwar Repression in Great Britain 

In 1815 Britain experienced 2 years of bad harvest and high unemployment from out of 

work soldiers and industrial workers. 

Lord Liverpool’s Ministry and Popular Unrest- Lord Liverpool was not prepared for the 

transition from war to peace and sought only to protect the interest of the wealthy and 

landed classes. A series of laws were passed to protect them. Corn Law- maintained high 

priced for domestic grain by having high tariffs and imported duties on foreign grain. 

Next the government abolished income tax on the wealthy and replaced it with a sales tax 

on consumer goods. Then the government passed the Combination Acts- outlawing 

workers organizations or unions, they also wanted to repeal the Poor Law- which provide 

public relief for the poor and unemployed. To combat the Parliaments tactics people 

organized rallies, newspapers and clubs demanding political reform. December 1816 an 

unruly mass meeting took place in Spa fields which gave Parliament the excuse needed to 

pass the Coercion Act- Suspends habeas corpus and extended existing laws against 

seditious gatherings. 

Peterloo and the Six Acts-  August 16, 1819 a meeting in Manchester at Saint Peter’s 

Fields was to demand reform in the Parliament. Royal troops were sent to ensure peace. 

The local magistrate order the militia to enter into the audience before the speeches were 

to begin causing panic among the people and resulted in the death of 11 people and many 

injuries, it become known as the Peterloo Massacre. Parliament passed the 6 Acts 1) 

forbade large unauthorized public meetings 2) raised the fines for seditious libel 3) 

speeded up the trials of political agitators 4) increased newspaper taxes 5) prohibited the 

training of armed groups 6) allowed local officials to search homes in certain disturbed 

counties. To counter Parliaments move Thistlewood set up the Cato Street Conspiracy 

were he plotted to blow up the entire British cabinet and was foiled and further 

discredited the group who were demanding Parliament reform. 

 

Bourbon Restoration in France 

Napoleon abdicated the French throne and the Bourbon’s were restored. The executed 

King Louis XVI brother became King Louis XVIII and agreed to become a constitutional 

monarch. 

The Charter- It provided for a hereditary monarchy and a bicameral legislature. 

Monarchy appointed the upper house and the lower house (Deputy of Chambers) was 

elected by a select few of property owners. Most rights gained in the Declaration of Man 

would still be in effect and property accrued during the Revolution will remain with its 

current owners and not be transferred back. 
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Ultraroyalism- Royal supporters wanted revenge against the Liberals and started the 

White Terror killing those who participated in the Revolution. February 1820 Artois heir 

to the throne was assassinated. The ultraroyalists persuaded Louis XVIII that the death 

was the result of his ministers and Liberal politicians. The King responded by giving 

wealthy electors two votes, press censorship, and education was the responsibility of the 

Catholic Church. 

 

The Conservative International Order 

Russia, Austria, Prussia and Great Britain all agreed to consult each other on matters 

affecting Europe as a whole. The Concert of Europe was an agreement for resolving 

mutual foreign policy issues. It was to maintain the balance of power against French 

aggression and Russia’s military might. 

 

The Congress System 
The first congress took place in 1818 at Aix-la-Chapelle, the four major powers agreed to 

remove their troops from France and readmit France in good standing. 

 

The Spanish Revolution of 1820 

Bourbon Ferdinand VII of Spain promised once on throne he would follow a written 

constitution, which he reneged on once placed on the throne. The European powers  met 

at the Congress of Troppau in October 1820 led by Tsar Alexander and issued the Protcol 

of Troppau which asserted that stable governments might intervene to order in countries 

that were experiencing revolutions. Spain asked for help in suppressing their revolutions. 

The European powers except for Britain agreed to let France send troops to suppress the 

revolutions in Spain were France occupied Spain until 1827. This was the first time were 

another countries is occupied by another to maintain peace instead of territorial gain.  

 

Revolt against Ottoman Rule in the Balkans 

The Greek Revolution of 1821- It was Western liberal ideals against the Asian oriental 

despotism of the Ottoman Empire. The European powers were worried of the instability 

of the Ottoman Empire. The European powers also coveted the territories of the Ottoman 

Empire and wanted to protect the Christian inhabitants of that empire. In 1830 Greece 

was declared independent by the Treaty of London and Otto I was declared king (1832-

1862).  

Serbian Independence- Serbia sought independence from the Ottoman Empire and in 

1820 Russia became Serbia’s protector. In 1830 Serbia was granted independence. In 

1878 Serbia’s borders were expanded. Serbia did suffer conflict, it had a small Muslim 

population that were at odds with the country and their were still many Serbians that 

lived outside of Serbia. 

 

The Wars of independence in Latin America 

The French revolution spurred the Latin American revolution to break its ties with 

Europe. 1804-1824 France was driven out of Haiti, Portugal lost control of Britain, and 

Spain was forced to with drawl from all its American empires except Cuba and Puerto 

Rico. Toussaint L’Ouverture (1746-1803) and Jean-Jacques Dessalines (1758-1806) led 

the Haiti revolt in 1804. Most of the revolution in Latin America were from the wealthy 
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land owners and those who in politics. The poor, slaves and lower class did not 

participate in the revolution and those who led the revolution believed their still should 

exist a social hierarchy and the privilege class should remain privileged. 

Creole Discontent-  Creole is a term first used in the 16th century in Latin America to 

distinguish the offspring of European settlers from Native Americans, blacks, and later 

immigrant groups. In colonial America the designation originally applied to the 

American-born descendants of European-born settlers. The term has since acquired 

varying meanings in different regions. Creoles were resentful of Spanish policies 

favoring peninsulares (Whites born in Spain) for political jobs, such as government, 

church and the army the peninsulares received all the best positions. When Napoleon 

over took Spain and Portugal and placed his family on the throne it gave Latin America 

the opportunity it needed to not follow the new king of Spain and create their own 

political government in the name of the deposed King of Spain. Spain tried to reassert its 

power for ten years and finally allowed Latin America to gain its independence from 

Spain. The Portugal royal family moved to Brazil and their reestablished their monarchy 

until they could return back to Portugal. Once Napoleon was defeated the King of 

Portugal returned to Portugal and left his son in Brazil to govern.  

San Martin in Rio de la Plata- Also known as Argentina was the first to assert their 

independence. The revolt started in Buenos Aires and was successful. In 1810 Buenos 

Aires sent troops to Paraguay and Uruguay to help them liberate from Spain. The army 

was unsuccessful but it still allowed for the countries to declare independence. Jose San 

Martin became the general of the Rio de la Plata army. He helped with Chili’s and 

Peru’s independence. 

Simon Bolivar’s Liberation of Venezuela- Simon Bolivar (1783-1830) was responsible 

for the independence of five countries: Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. 

Despite his success in leading these nations to independence, Bolivar never achieved his 

goal of creating a federation of Spanish American nations, and he died an unpopular 

figure because of his attempts to establish strong central governments in the nations he 

led to independence.  

Independence in New Spain- Independence of new Spain included Mexico, Texas, 

California, and the rest of Southwest United States. Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla (1753-

1811) issued a call for rebellion to the Indians of his parish then other repressed groups 

joined such as the Blacks, and urban workers. Jose Maria Morelos y Pavon  (1765-1815) 

a mestizo priest called for an end to forced labor and land reforms and was executed in 

1815. Ferdinand VII the new King Bourbon King of Spain was forced to sign a liberal 

constitution for Spain the conservative order of Mexico feared it would also apply to 

Mexico so they claimed Independence from Spain in 1821.  

Brazilian Independence- The Portugal Royalty took refuge in Brazil in 1807. In 1815 the 

price regent announced Brazil as a kingdom and no longer a colony of Portugal. In 1820 

Portugal was liberated from France and the royal family was asked to return. Dom Pedro 

was to remain in Brazil and become emperor. Brazil did not want experience the 

destruction of a revolution and have slavery abolished so they opted for a peaceful 

transition.   

Consequences of Latin America Independence- Latin America was independent from 

European powers but was left economically exhausted and politically unstable. 
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The Conservative Order Shaken in Europe 

In the mid 1820’s the conservative governments of Russia used suppression, France their 

was revolutions, and Britain made accommodations to handle the political discontent.  

 

Russia: The Decembrist Revolt of 1825 

Tsar Alexander I overthrew his father in 1801 to take the throne. Alexander I suppressed 

liberalism and nationalism and no one would challenge him until his death. 

Unrest in the Army- Fighting Napoleon, Russia’s army saw the political, economically 

and social differences between the two nations and realized the backwardness of their 

own nation. They created a secret society called the Southern Society led by Pestal an 

officer of the Russian army. Another society emerges called the Northern Society, each 

advocated the end of serfdom and political reform. These to groups staged a coup in 

1826. 

Dynastic Crisis- 1825 Tsar Alexander died unexpectedly which caused two problems. 1
st
 

problem Alexander had no direct heir and his brother married someone not of royal blood 

which excluded him from the throne. Alexander named his younger brother Nicholas 

(1825-1855) as the new Tsar. 2
nd

 crisis was the Moscow regiment refused to swear 

allegiance to the new conservative Tsar Nicholas they wanted his brother Constantine to 

be the new Tsar with a written constitution. Nicholas ordered an attack on the insurgence 

and more than 60 people were killed. An investigation reveled the Decembrist revolt and 

their political desires to end serfdom with a constitutional government. Nicholas had 5 of 

its members executed and 100 of them were sent to exile in Serbia.  

The Autocracy of Nicholas I- Autocracy is a political system under which one ruler 

wields unlimited power, restricted by no constitutional provisions or effective political 

opposition. Totalitarianism is a modern form of an autocracy. Usually, autocracy prevails 

in nations wherein the political, social, economic, or other conditions have made it 

impossible to develop institutions to protect the individual against the whims of one ruler. 

Tsar Nicholas was afraid of reform because he might lose his nobles support. He 

practiced censorship, and had a secret police. 

Official Nationality- Official Nationality was a program headed by Count S. S. Uvarov. It 

glorified Russia’s nationality, believed its religion, language and customs were wise and 

separated them from the immoral West.  

Revolt and Repression in Poland- Poland remained under the domination of Russia after 

the Congress of Vienna, but was granted a constitutional government. Nicholas brother 

headed Poland’s government. Revolt broke out in Poland and was suppressed by 

Russians army. Nicholas issued the Organic Statute declaring Poland part of Russia. 

 

Revolutions in France 1830 

Reactionary Policies of Charles X- Charles became the king of France. He gave money to 

the aristocrats who lost land during the revolution by lowering interest payments on 

bonds, which upset bondholders who were receiving money from the bonds interest rates. 

The king also passed laws that would again only allow the eldest to inherit, and speaking 

against the church could lead to your execution. The king then replaced his moderate 

ministry with the ultraroyalist headed by Prince de Polignac.  

The July Revolution- 1830 king Charles called for new elections for the Chamber of 

Deputies, where the liberals won the majority of seats. King Charles and his ministry 
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decided to seize power from the liberals. The Four Ordinances on July 25, 1830 was 

issued creating a royal coup d’etat. It restricted the press, dissolved the Chamber of 

Deputies, restricted the type of people who could participate in voting then under the new 

voting system the king order a new vote on the Chambers of Deputies. The people of 

France revolted causing 1,800 people to die. August 2 Charles X leaves the throne and 

the Bourbon dynasty came to an end. Duke d’Orleans became the new king.  

Monarchy under Louis Philippe- Under Philippe press was no longer censored, Catholic 

became the majority of the people instead of the official religion, inherited laws were 

changed to allow the younger sons to inherit. Socially their was a lack of change causing 

discontent from the lower and poorer classes, which resulted in revolts that were 

suppressed by troops.  

 

Belgium becomes Independent 

French revolution of 1830 sparked revolutions in other parts of Europe, the first was 

Belgium. August 25, 1830 a revolt broke out in Brussels, which led to a provisional 

government being formed. In 1831 Belgium wrote their liberal constitution. December 

1830 Belgium independence was recognized and as a neutral country. Leopold of Saxe-

Coburg 1831-1865 becomes king.  

 

The Great Reform Bill in Britain 1832 

Political and Economic Reform- Reform was easier in Great Britain because the 

commercial and industrial class was large, Britain had a history with the Whig’s of 

moderate reform and the public had a strong respect of civil liberties.  

Catholic Emancipation Act- Worried of Ireland revolting and becoming a landing place 

for French invasion Britain passes the Act of Union, this allows Ireland more political 

freedom within British Parliament by allowing 100 men to be sent to British parliament 

but could not be Catholic. The Catholic Emancipation Act in1829 allowed Catholics to 

become members in Parliament in order to appease Ireland and prevent further discontent 

and possible revolts.  

Legislating Change- Great Reform Bill expanded the size of the English electorate by 

50% or 200,000 new voters, and new urban boroughs were created to allow growing 

cities to have a voice in the House of Commons. This allowed more property owners a 

voice in politics which made a revolution unnecessary.        

 

      

         

  


